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INTRODUCTION 

"Enxisioning tlie Future in the South End heighborhood'" 
iepresents a studio-based urban design and planning process to 
support the ongoing comniunit! dexelopment efforts of the 
South End l e ~  Development Oipanization (SEXDO). This city 
has dramatic needs for technical assistance and no existing c i t ~ -  
level agencq to pror ide needed design. planning, or conln~unit! 
dexelopment support for non-profits. The interdisriplinarj 
nature of the course has evolred during CSLARPs thirteen- 
qear historj due to increasing axtareness among architecture. 
landscape aichitecture. arid urban planning facult!. that the 
complex and nested relationchips xtithin East St. Louis' 
neighborhoods require v e q  close interdisciplinar! collabora- 
tion. Designers and planners xtorl&g in isolation cannot 
resoh e the niulti-scaled enxironmental and social problems 
contronting the neighborhoods of East St. Louis. 4t the same 
time designers and planner cannot propose appropriate solu- 
tions ~ i t h o u t  responding to the enrironment as residents 
understand it as a result of their day-to-day life-experiences. 
This project uould nexei hale been possible ~ i t h o u t  the 
I lnirersi t~ of Illinois' East St Louis Action Research Project 
support for both tlie focus on interdisciplinarj collabo~ation 
and the participatoq co~nmunitl design and neighboihood 
planning. 

In 2002. SESDO partnered with the university's outreach office 
to work tou-ard envisioning the neighborhood's future. The  
process began in spring semester of' 2002. \\-hen students 
conducted extensir-e data collection that included physical 
factors. census data. and resident inten-iervs. as \tell as ongoing 
outreach efforts to extend participation to more neighhorhood 
residents. Students. faculty. and unirerrit): staff drafted an 
interim report that included thr inventory data and described 
posihle areas for future research and community discussion. 

Presenting this information back to the cornmunit!, proxided an 
opportunitq to correct data. articulate complex communitj 
concerns. and propose program areas and design solutions to be 
addressed in a neighborhood plan. 

'G it11 data in hand. students in the spring 2003 studio engaged 
in a participatoq process to express a neighhorhood xisiori and 
produce a planning and urban design framextorb to guide 
future dexelopment and cixic action. Previouslj dexeloped GIS 
maps inrentoried land use. racancq. vegetation. and othrr 
factors and prorided the basis for a next neighboihood hace 
map that included qualitatite features, such as building 
footprints. sidextall' conditions. and open space chardcter. 
Student teams del eloped four alternative '-future-" to illustrate 
the  p o d i l i t i e s  and to engage all the inx olr ed partiea - stu- 
dents. facult!. residents. and officials - i n  a discussion of the 
plan'< ultimate intent. The  alternatixes mere Lased on the four 
unique residential experiences identified in Sidne\ Rioxteihs 
national stud! of good neighborhoods.' IX hen lesidents Tteie 
preaentd  xtith their cornmunit! transiorrried into a ~esidential 
sulruib. a centei citq neigliborhood. a retreat. and a small toxtn 
neighhoihood. the! ue re  able to articulate theii oxtn. more 
particular social and phqsical expectations. The\ deccribed a 
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neighborhood that was shaped by its history as a close-lait 
;Ilrican American cornmunit!. a place to ~ a i s e  a familj. and a 
residential area that \$as supported b j  its close proximitj to East 
St. Louis and St. Louis. X vision statement emerged to guide the 
neighborhood process: '.The South End is a place \+here 
families and households find a safe community and neiphhor- 
hood pride. The neighborhood plan will flourish through 
phjsical improl ements and communitj s en  ices supported by 
involved citizens." Kith resident direction. the students detel- 
oped the  neig1il)orhood plan's content. including land use. 
circulation. housing, parks. and open space. and ecorioniic 
dexelopment. This uas presented back to SEADO. c i t ~  officials. 
and their uni~ersitj communitj for critical feedhack. 

PROJECT'S PLACE IK THE CURRICULUM 

This design studio project was colmpleted by a n  interdiscipli- 
narv sen-ice-learning course known as the  Yeighborhood 
Planning and Design Studio. This submission represents the 
x+ork of students from the School of Architecture and the 
Departments of Landscape Architecture and Urban and Re- 
gional Planning who participated in the course during the 
spring 2002 (January 14-May 10. 2002) and the  spring of 2003 
(Januan- 20-\la\ 16. 2003). In both of these semesters. students 
liere taught h! faculty from the three disciplines who stressed 
interdisciplinar!- teaching. interdisciplinary learning. intertlisci- 
plinarv methods. and interdisciplinary and participatory design 
processes. The Teighborhood Planning and Design Studio 
course had different official course titles and various lewls of 
students in each of the three discipliries. In the  School of 

lrchitecture. "Envisioning the Future of the South End - 
\eighborhood" Mas one of six possible studio options senior 
had for the final required course in the undergraduate design 
studio sequence. In  the  Department of Landscape Architecture. 
"En~isioning the Future of the South End heiglil~orhood" was - - 
one of three possible studio options that juniors and second- 
!ear graduate students in the professional program had for a 
required studio in the   program"^ design sequence. In the  
Department of Lrban and Regional Planning. the course 
fulfilled the r$orkshop or  capstone requirement for undergrad- 
uates and graduate student3 respectilelj and Mas also a n  
elective courie for those specializing in cornmunit! delelop- 
rnent. 

EDUCATIOKAL GOALS 

The o~era l l  goals of this course are t ~ o - f o l d :  to facilitate a 
participator! planning arid urhdn design process in the South 
End neighborhood and. through this process. to teach students 
about co~nrriunitj-based planning and design. The specific 
educational goals and objecti~ es \$ere: 

To produce a final neighl~orhood plan that is accepted by 
the neighborhood. who nil1 then seek the rit!'s app~oxa l  
of it as the official plan. The plan will include olerall 
objecti~ es. incremental projects. an implementation strat- 
e g .  and phasing. 

To introduce students to the process of comnn~nitybased 
planning and design. 
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3. To prepare atuderits \\-it11 sldls and understandirrg of' 
ibsucs rc.le~-ant to conmlunitx participation in p~~oft 'ssio~i- 
a1 practicr  

4. To de\ elop informed concern almut c ontempoia~? aorial 
i..ues and tolerance arid reyect  foi difleirnt point3 oi 
1 leT\. 

5. 7'0 promote critical reflection on the lole of connnunit! 
activicts and bocial designers/planners in building. ern- 
po\\ eri~ig. and sustaining co~nrnuriities. 

6. To stirrlulate interest in the field of comrnunitj d e ~ e l o p -  
ment and related career opportunities. 

TEACHING STRBTEGIES 

Interrli.scip/ii~ai:\. Collubomtion - This class integrated ~ h o l -  
arship and  neth hods of inquir! from architecture. landscape 
architecture. arid planning. Most of' the work in this course 
\\-as (:ompleted in tearns that included students froin all three 
disciplines. The faculty also xc-orlied as a team. for  exarnple. 
all lectures included materials from the t h e e  disciplines arid 
three irifitructors participated in "desk crita" as a team. 

Conlni~~nrt~ICnii crsit~ Portnrrd~ip - This class iq part of 
ESLIRP \+hi& has prolided resources arid technical 
support to East St. Louis. Illinois' co~nrnunit! organizatioris 
for oxer 13 !ear=. In return. the UllTC students and facult! 
have oppo~turiities for innoxative design. communit~ en- 
gagement. and n e s  pedagogical approaches. Mandatoq 
student and facult1 attendance a t  outreach weekends and 
monthly neighborhood meetings is an important component 
of this course and helps to sustain t h e  long-standing 
communit! iunia erbit! partnership. 

Serrice Learning -From the studrnt perspectixe. this class 
aims to g i ~ e  real-%odd application to their academic atudies. 
Students are proaiding teclmical expertise to a cornmunit) 
organization ~ h i l e  the residents are teaching the students 
about neighborhood dynamics. organizing. and getting 
things done. Student reflection on each outreach actilitj and 
their interaction wit11 the neighborhood clients is an - 
important component of any senice  learning acthit!. 

Professioi7al1snl -The  work that students did in this class 
went to a client and   ill be implemented. While students 
may be learning through the process of the uorli. it is 
i~nportant to realize that the product must  be professional 
and thorough. 

EPILOGIJE 

Since the completion of this project. UILC students and faculty 
have continued to ~ o r k  u i th  SEADO to produce an urban 
design and neighborhood planning document that  is ambitious 
jet practical. Uthough the pioposal is a work in progress. the 
student efforts prolided essential documentation and analysis 
that  has alledd~ been a cataly bt for pos i t i~e  changes. including 
improaed infia-tructure. a faith-based collaboratixe and ongo- 
ing corn mu nit^ clean-up.  

In ordel to meet the specific educational goal, arid objectives. NOTES 
the teaching team ernplo! ed strategies iniorrned b j  foul lie! 
concepts: interdistiplinaq ~ollaboratiori. comrnunity/uni\ ersits ' b w  \ \ i l r w \  Llrmrr Good \e~ghlx~rliuorl~ (Rr- tpr~r t .  Corm P r d e p  1490) 
partnei.hip. serxke learning. and profebsionahn. 1 l i t .  ua. d 1 1  q u ~ r r d  t r a d ~ t y  to1 tilt. r la., 


